
 

 

  

       

 

 

 

Create something that will make the world awesome. 

- Kid President 

Dear Gardner Road Families –  

     October was an amazing and busy month at our school. Our students are learning so 

many new skills, strategies and concepts in their class.  It is exciting to see their learning 

and growth already.  We also had many guests help enhance our learning this month.  

Thanks to the Horseheads Fire Department for teaching us about fire safety and to the 

Horseheads Police Department for reminding us about Halloween safety and donating 

doughnuts to all of our classes.  Our PTO hosted the first annual Halloween Hoopla, which 

was so much fun – thanks GRPTO.  The kids had a great time playing games and dancing 

in their costumes.  Our 3rd and 4th graders learned about what inspired author Steve Cotler 

to write his books and inspired us to be authors.   I also need to say thank you to all of the 

students and families that gave back to our community during Make a Difference Day!  

    November is just as exciting at Gardner Road.  We just found out that author, Aaron 

Reynolds will be visiting our school in May.  He is the author of many great children’s 

books but may be best known for Creepy Carrots!  On November 9th, we will have our 

first building-wide career day highlighting the 6 major career paths: human services, 

health care, arts & humanities, natural & agricultural, business and engineering.  Thanks to 

the Career Development Council for helping coordinate this event.  We will also host our 

1st annual, ‘Celebrating our Veterans’ event on November 13th.  Students are learning 

songs to sing for this performance with Mr. Hamilton and practicing how to greet and say 

thank you to our veterans for their years of service.   

      We can’t forget about parent-teacher conferences on November 9th and 17th.  We look 

forward to seeing all of our parents visit their child’s teacher to talk about their current and 

future learning. Just a friendly reminder that report cards are only distributed in 3rd and 4th 

grades this marking period.  As you are meeting your child’s teacher, please keep in mind 

what the 4,3,2,1 rating scale represents.  If your child receives a ‘3’ on the report card, that 

means they are currently meeting grade level expectations.   A ‘4’ would represent that 

your child is performing above grade level expectation.  A ‘2’ means that your child is 

working towards grade level expectation and a ‘1’ represents that your child is struggling 

with the current grade level expectation. 

     We also look forward to seeing students submit their Citizenship Challenge star, sign 

up for the spelling bee (grades 2-4) and working on shifting their ‘power of yet’ to ‘yes I 

can!’  Please feel free to contact me if you need anything.  We look forward to seeing you 

throughout the month.   

     Your Partner in Education 

 

 

 

Patrick Patterson - Principal 
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ppatterson@horseheadsdistrict.com   

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:15 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (K-6) 

Breakfast: $ 1.25   

Lunch $ 2.10 
 

http://www.aaron-reynolds.com/creepy-carrots.html
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Substitutes Needed: 
 

The Horseheads Central School District is seeking 
applications for substitute teachers, bus drivers and 

substitute teaching assistants.   
For information, please visit:  

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html 

 
Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211      
 e-mail: hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com 

Banana Splits 
Banana splits are not just sundaes anymore!  They are 

groups of students that meet during lunch to talk, share and 

support each other through changes in their families. These 

changes could be parents separating or divorcing, death of a 

parent, marriage of a parent, or adding new stepbrothers or 

sisters.  
 

 

 

Banana Splits groups are forming soon for grades 1- 4. If 

you think your child could benefit from attending this 

support group or you would like more information please 

contact Mrs. Rodabaugh, social worker, 739-6347 ext. 4 or  

through email at arodabaugh@horseheadsdistrict.com. 

 

Be Your Own Hero! 

Main Office Updates: 
 

School Delays and Closings:  
The cold, slippery, white flakes are just around the corner. When the ice and snow arrive, it is often necessary to delay or 

close schools. The announcements can be found on our District website www.horseheadsdistrict.com and the local media 

stations. In the event of a 1 or 2-hour delay, students can be dropped off at the cafeteria entrance beginning at the 

adjusted time. Please be aware that NO breakfast is served when there is a 2-hour delay. I will also post our current status 

on the Gardner Road Twitter feed. To sign up for the tweets, go to our school website and follow the link.  
 

Recess:  
Students will be going outside for recess as the weather becomes colder (20 degrees wind-chill and warmer)  Please 

make sure that your child has a warm coat, a hat and gloves/mittens so they can stay warm as they play. Thank you!  
 

Arctic League Applications:  

The Arctic League is an organization that provides Christmas gifts to needy children in Chemung County. The League 

serves children through age 12. Applications are now available at the school. Please contact your child’s teacher, school 

social worker or the school nurse to obtain an application. Forms will also be available on conference days in the main 

office. Applications need to be filled out completely in order to be accepted. Completed applications may be returned by 

mail to the Arctic League or returned to school.  
 

Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):  
English Language Arts: April 11th & 12th        Math: May 2nd & 3rd 

Grade 4 Science Performance: May 23rd      Grade 4 Science Written: June 4th 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
mailto:arodabaugh@horseheadsdistrict.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-6LP40Z7XAhWKwBQKHU6rBGgQjRwIBw&url=http://parkcountylibrary.org/old_site/2014/08/25/back-to-school-banana-splits-in-powell/&psig=AOvVaw0SDC2RbG8-tlkKlnIiMO_Q&ust=1509669027452004
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October Snapshots: 

 

 

Check out more Gardner Road Elementary happenings by following us on Facebook or 
Twitter.  You will find more pictures with learning in the classrooms, guest author Steve 

Cotler visiting grades 3 & 4, Halloween and Halloween Hoopla, our fire prevention 
assembly, and Make a Difference Day! 

https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/
https://twitter.com/GARDNER_RD_PRIN
http://stevecotler.com/
http://stevecotler.com/
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The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson.  Complaints regarding discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any 

student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 – 6347.  The Dignity Act Coordinator for the Horseheads Central School District is Megan Collins. 
Mrs. Collins may be reached at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, 607-739-5601, x4211. 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to gender, race, color, national origin, or disability. Inquiries regarding this 

policy may be made to Megan Collins, Title IX/DASA Coordinator and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; 

or Kim Williams, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-5601.  
 

Horseheads Central School 

District’s Mission & Vision: 
 

Horseheads Central School District sets the standard of 

educational excellence by fostering innovative thinking, 

curiosity, and a passion for learning to maximize the 

potential of each individual. We engage with our local 

and global communities to provide a student-centered, 

nurturing environment. 

EXPLORE        EMPOWER       EXCEL 

Character Education Bingo: 

 
 

Close to 200 students earned Golden Tickets for 

being responsible throughout the month.  Here is 

Kate adding her star to the 100s chart which 

made a BINGO.  Students have been very proud 

of their Golden Tickets and have enjoyed the 

opportunity for a character education BINGO 

prize. Great Job Golden Stars!  
 

November’s Character Trait is: 
 

To report child abuse or neglect 

call toll free 1-800-342-3720 or 

go to ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps 
 

Thanks to all of the Gardner Road & Horseheads students that volunteered 

for ‘Make a Difference Day.’  We had 50ish students participate in giving 

back to our local community. 











Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1                                     Day 3 

 

2                                      Day 4 

 

3                                      Day 5 

 

 

End of Marking Period 1 

Citizenship: Character Education at Home: 
--Take your child with you to vote.  Explain the process & why it is im-

portant to you.  

--Thank a veteran in your family or neighborhood.   

--Teach your kids about the Star Spangled Banner/Pledge of Allegiance 

--Volunteer as a family for our community service challenge. 

6                                    Day 6 

 

7                                    Day 1 

 

 

8                                      Day 2 

 

 

4th grade to Arnot Art Museum 

9 Day 3 

 

 

Early Dismissal  11:00 AM 

Parent Conferences—PM 

Report Cards Home (GR 3 & 4) 

10                            No School 

13                                   Day 4 

Veteran's Day Celebration  

7:45—9:30 

14                                   Day 5 

 

 

Principal Chat 5:30 Library 

PTO Meeting 6:00 Library 

15                                   Day 6 16                                    Day 1 

 

BOE at RR 6:00 

17  

       No 

    School  

      (K-6) 

20                                    Day 3 

 

Picture Make-Up Day 

21                                  Day 4 

 

22 23 24 

27                                    Day 5 

 

28                                   Day 6 

 

29                                Day 1 

 

30                                  Day 2 

 

 

Gardner Road 
Elementary School 


